of Afro-Romans had met at Milan, as I have explained. Alypius was seeking legal practice there. Nebridius was teaching in the school of a friend. Romanianus was furthering his interests at court. Altogether it was thought that ten would be willing to club their resources and maintain a common household. Romanianus was a very wealthy man, and even Alypius and Nebridius seem to have been in better circumstances than Augustine. But the rhetorician was the centre, the most commanding personality of the group. He had led them all (except the shrewd Nebridius) into Manicheeism, and he was to lead them all into Christianity. They proposed to have a common purse, and appoint two of their number each year to take charge of the business of the household ; leaving the majority free to pursue their studies, and discourse uninterruptedly of learning and philosophy. The proposal was wrecked on a familiar rock. As soon as the question of women was raised, the plan fell to pieces. Clearly, Augustine and his friends were